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Dedicated  to 
Home  Makers 


THIS  little  book  is  dedicated  to  the  interest  of  all  who 
appreciate  the  value  of  an  artistic,  harmonious  home. 

It  suggests  room  plans  and  color  schemes,  and  illustrates 
beautiful  pieces  to  go  with  them. 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  interior  decorator  who 
worked  out  these  schemes,  that  hard  and  fast  rules  should 
be  laid  down.  He  only  hopes  to  offer  a  guide  which  will 
aid  in  the  successful  expression  of  individual  taste. 

Certainly  no  one  wants  a  home  exactly  like  that  of  a 
neighbor.  You  want  every  room  different  and  character- 
istic— your  very  own. 

Shape,  size,  lighting  -  all  are  important  factors  in  arrange- 
ment. Consider  these  carefully  in  making  your  plans,  in 
working  out  the  finally  accepted  scheme  of  color  and 
arrangement. 

Furnishing  plan  important 

Whether  you  are  furnishing  a  new  home  or  modernizing 
the  old,  a  definite  plan  is  important.  A  well  thought  out 
buying  plan  is  just  as  necessary  as  the  most  carefully 
prepared  decorating  scheme. 

The  eagerness  of  the  new  home  furnisher  frequently  leads 
to  over-hasty,  ill-advised  purchases.  While  on  the  other 
hand,  lack  of  enthusiasm  is  accountable  for  the  shabbi- 
ness  into  which  the  householder  of  years  sometimes 
allows  his  furnishings  to  deteriorate. 

Buy  as  you  can  afford,  much  or  little  at  a  time,  but  al- 
ways with  the  greatest  thought  and  care.  Be  sure  that 
each  piece  is  in  keeping  with  its  companions,  in  quality 
as  well  as  style. 
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You  should  like  each  piece  so  well  that  you  look  forward 
to  its  use  day  after  day. 

Gradual  replacement 

"Gradual  Replacement"  makes  it  possible  for  those  whose 
furniture  appropriation  is  limited  to  acquire  the  hand' 
some,  dignified  pieces  which  alone  gratify  good  taste. 
If  you  budget  your  household  expenditure,  you  may,  very 
wisely  and  to  very  great  advantage,  include  a  "refur' 
nishing1 "  account.  It  is  one  definite  way  of  keeping  your 
home  modern  and  attractive. 

One  new  piece  will  bring  an  enlivening  note  to  a  com' 
monplace  room,  and  as  you  add  pieces  from  time  to  time, 
as  your  appropriation  will  permit,  your  room  will  be  happily 
transformed. 

An  authority  to  aid  you 

Remember,  every  suggestion  made  in  the  following  pages 
comes  from  an  authority,  whose  taste  and  judgment  can 
be  relied  on.  The  Karpen  pieces  specified  as  most  appro' 
priate  and  effective  were  his  choice.  Consider  them  care 
fully  in  making  yours. 

You  will  find  an  unlimited  choice  in  the  extensive  Karpen 
lines  of  Upholstered  and  Handwoven  Furniture.  Design, 
upholstery  and  finishes  are  presented  in  a  variety  to  meet 
every  need.  Coverings  range  from  exclusive  patterns  in 
rich  fabrics  to  the  most  moderately  priced  materials  of 
good  quality. 

If  you  have  any  individual  problems  of  furnishing  or 
decorating  call  upon  the  local  Karpen  dealer,  or  write 
direct  to  S.  Karpen  6?  Bros.  They  will  gladly  help  make 
the  planning  and  carrying  out  of  your  Better  Home  the 
pleasure  it  ought  to  be. 
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Light  Tan  Walls 


Burgundy-Rose  Portieres 

Plain  and  Figured  Mohairs 

for  Wall  Settee 

(.not  illustrated) 


Walnut  Woodwork 

Figured  Rug 

Tapestry  Panel 


Buy  Good  Furniture 


TN  furnishing  the  rooms  described  and  illus- 
•*•  trated  in  this  booklet,  Karpen  furniture 
was  used  exclusively  because  of  its  complete' 
ness,  beauty  and  excellence. 

For  over  forty  years  S.  Karpen  6?  Bros,  have 
specialized  in  the  manufacturing  of  fine 
furniture.  Modern  improved  manufacturing 
methods  and  enormous  output  have  made  it 
possible  for  Karpen  to  offer  high  quality 
furniture  at  reasonable  prices. 

In  the  large  and  varied  lines  of  Karpen  living 
room,  hall  and  sun'room  furnishings  are  com' 
bined  fine  designing,  expert  craftsmanship  and 
the  best  materials.  The  result  is  better  furni- 
ture than  has  ever  before  been  available  at 
prices  within  reach  of  moderate  incomes. 

The  furniture  groupings  offered  here  are 
merely  suggestions. 

Good  taste  and  individual  preferences  may 
suggest  changes  in  design,  upholstery,  or 
colorings. 

The  Karpen  line  is  so  extensive  and  so  com' 
plete  that  innumerable  harmonious  groupings 
can  be  made  from  it,  all  beautiful,  all  in  ex- 
cellent taste. 

The  thought  we  wish  to  convey  is  that  the 
absolute  reliability,  purity  of  design  and 
uniformly  high  quality  of  Karpen  furniture 
recommend  it  to  the  home  decorator. 

In  buying  furniture  one  should  remember  that 
quality,  practicability  and  authentic  styles 
are  most  essential  things  to  look  for.  Furniture 
is  not  bought  for  a  day  or  a  year.  It  is  bought 
for  a  lifetime  of  use,  pleasure  and  satisfaction. 
The  greatest  mistake  in  the  world  is  buying 
cheap  furniture.  If  necessary  buy  less,  but  let 
what  you  buy  be  good. 
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Karpen  Furniture 

Illustrated: 

BH-0304  Chair 
BH-0270  Cabinet 


The  Hall 

Dignity  with 
Elegance 

If  we  were  to  close  our 
eyes  and  think  of  a  hall, 
we  would  visualize  a 
room  of  dignity  and 
with  a  certain  degree 
of  elegance.  It  may  be 
large  and  formal  or 
small  and  convention- 
al, according  to  our 
ideal.  We  may  obtain 
elegance  through  sim- 
plicity, or  select  a  few 
pieces  interesting  in 
their  evident  stately  de- 
sign and  fitness. 
The  latter  was  the  case 
in  furnishing  the  hall 
of  which  we  show  one 
corner. 


PLATE  A 


BY  a  study  of  the  illustration  above,  you  will  find  that  the 
first  principle  of  hall  decoration  was  the  guide  in  mak- 
ing the  selection;  for  the  charming  17th  century  hand-carved 
cabinet  accentuates  the  vertical  plane,  removing  a  possible 
feeling  of  careless  repose  that  would  have  resulted  if  low 
pieces  had  been  used.  A  high  back  chair  associated  with  the 
cabinet  makes  a  pleasing  grouping,  and  is  an  arrangement 
that  seemingly  emanates  an  atmosphere  of  respect;  yet, austerity 
is  nicely  broken  by  the  graceful  buoyant  lines  of  the  chair 
and  happy  attitude  of  the  figures  in  the  Aubusson  tapestry 
upholstery.  The  beauty  of  the  furniture  and  the  thought  of 
the  room  has  not  been  distorted  by  the  use  of  too  many  ob- 
jects of  bric-a-brac.  There  is  just  one  basket  of  flowers  placed 
to  one  side  on  the  cabinet  and  a  piece  of  porcelain  on  the 
shelf  below. 

Light  tan  stippled  walls  form  the  background  and  are  enhanced 
by  Burgundy  rose  portieres  that  form  the  transition  to  the 
tapestry  upholstery,  figured  rug  and  mohair  covering  of  the 
settee  used  at  the  staircase. 
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COLOR  CHART  B 


Cream  Wall 


Figured  Tapestries 
Rose  Damask  Draperies 
Reseda  Qreen  Ceramics 


Walnut  Wood 

Plum  Color  Carpet 

Qunmetal  Brown  Mohair 


The  Joy  of  Creating 
a  Beautiful  Room 

THERE  is  real  joy  in  creating  a  beautiful 
room.  The  joy  begins  in  the  anticipation 
and  grows  with  the  acquiring  of  the  things 
to  complete  the  plan. 

In  compiling  this  brochure  it  has  been  the 
idea' of  submitting  suggestions  for  arrange- 
ment, grouping,  selection  of  pieces  and  color 
schemes,  which  the  home-maker  can  use  as 
inspirations,  and  perhaps  in  the  solution  of 
vexing  problems. 

What  pieces  go  best  together  ?  What  colors 
can  best  be  used  ?  What  relation  should  the 
background  bear  to  the  foreground?  What 
relative  values  should  be  emphasized? 

The  color  charts  given  here  offer  the  solution 
of  many  of  these,  and  the  selection  of  pieces 
and  their  arrangement  completes  the  plan. 

But  all  these  suggestions  are  elastic.  Any  of 
them  can  be  variously  applied  with  taste  and 
discretion. 

Buying  furniture,  carpets,  draperies,  hangings 
must  remain  a  question  of  individual  prefer- 
ence and  individual  taste. 

The  professional  [decorator  can  only  apply 
certain  pretty  well  established  rules  and  then 
use  his  own  discrimination,  aided  by  experi- 
ence and  knowledge.  These  suggestions  will 
therefore  serve  as  guides  and  indicate  how  the 
decorator  arrives  at  his  results. 

With  these  suggestions  any  home-maker  can 
enjoy  the  thrill  and  the  satisfaction  of  creating 
beautiful  rooms,  a  lovely,  harmonious  home 
atmosphere. 


Page  six 


Karpen  Furniture 
illustrated: 

BH-7561  Davenport, 
Arm  Chair  and  High 
Back  Chair. 

Bl  '-5079  End  Table. 


Reception 
Room 

A  Royal  Welcome 
Implied 

When  Daniel  Ma  rot 
made  a  certain  design 
(about  1685),  he  little 
realized  that  it  would 
form  the  nucleus,  or 
inspiration,  for  the  fur- 
nishing of  a  modern 
American  home. 
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THERE  are  the  same  graceful  proportions,  artistry  and  flow- 
ing lines  in  the  chair  here  illustrated  as  were  manifest  in 
its  prototype,  which  was  created  for  royal  usage  during  the 
reign  of  the  Stuart  sovereigns.  This  majestic  piece  of  furniture 
extends  its  open-arm  welcome  to  enjoy  the  restful  environments 
of  the  home;  suggesting  that  you  participate,  also,  in  the  com- 
forts  of  the  room  seen  through  the  arched  opening,  where 
luxurious  furniture  of  the  same  period  awaits  your  pleasure. 

The  tile-papered  walls  in  the  reception  room  make  an  inter- 
esting background  for  the  movable  pieces ;  the  plum  color  on 
the  floor  makes  a  substantial  color  base ;  while  a  bowl  of  daisies 
brings  the  needed  animation  into  the  setting.  Gray  blue,  old 
silver,  rose  and  gunmetal  brown  predominate  in  the  furniture 
coverings.  The  walls  of  the  living  room  just  beyond  are  sand 
color ;  and  the  furniture  is  covered  in  black  mohair  plush  and 
colored  tapestries.  A  wrought  iron  reading  lamp  with  a  shade 
of  plum  colored  taffeta  makes  the  easy  chair  an  intimate  object. 
Even  the  prints  and  paintings  upon  the  walls  and  the  reseda 
green  vase  on  the  mantel  were  selected  for  their  appropriateness 
of  subject  and  color  value. 

There  is  no  frigidity  displayed  in  this  ensemble;  it  is  a  happy 
blending  of  good  taste,  agreeable  arrangement  of  parts,  utility 
and  correct  color  assortment. 
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COLOR  CHART  C 


Qray  Blue  Walls 


Rose  Damask  Draperies 

Chair  Tapestry 

Striped  Damask  Scarf 

Satin  Damask  for  Sofa  and  Chair 

Burgundy  Mohair  jor  Chair 

(not  illustrated) 

Egg  Plant  Rug 


Color  Harmony 

COLOR  is  an  emotional  element.  Clashing 
discords  of  color  are  irritating  to  the 
nerves  and  sensibilities,  and  destructive  of 
rest  and  comfort.  So  color  is  an  important 
element  to  consider. 

Even  a  beautiful  color,  if  indulged  to  a  too 
great  extent,  proves  wearying. 

So  color  harmonies  are  sought  that  soothe 
the  eye,  and  by  their  combination  give  an 
effect  of  restful  charm  and  beauty. 

Color  is  one  of  the  most  perplexing  problems 
the  home  decorator  has  to  decide.  This  booklet 
provides  a  series  of  carefully  worked  out  color 
charts.  These  charts  give  the  color  schemes, 
the  different  ratio  of  color  suitable  to  that 
particular  combination,  and  includes  walls, 
draperies,  upholstery  materials,  high  light 
values  and  carpeting  colors. 

One  thing  we  wish  to  emphasize  is  that  the 
question  of  color  should  be  governed  by  the 
size,  lighting,  and  exposure  of  the  room. 

A  cold  Northern  exposure  requires  warmer 
color  treatment  than  an  exposure  floodlighted 
by  sunshine.  Artificial  sunlight  effects  can  be 
produced  by  the  use  of  the  right  colors  in 
draperies  and  hangings.  A  too  vivid  light  can 
be  moderated  by  the  use  of  colors  that  absorb 
and  diffuse  light. 

The  question  of  size  is  also  important  because 
bright  color  effects  highly  suitable  to  a  large 
room  would  be  out  of  place  in  a  small  room. 
The  decorator  treats  his  room  as  a  painter 
treats  his  canvas,  working  out  a  complete 
composition  with  its  relative  values  carefully 
planned  and  weighed. 

The  color  schemes  submitted  here  are  elastic. 
They  are  planned  for  harmony  and  general 
effect.  They  give  an  idea  of  how  colors  can 
be  blended,  and  suggest  the  relative  use  of 
each  color  as  applied  to  the  whole  plan. 

The  home  decorator  of  good  taste  will  be 
able  to  adapt  these  color  schemes  without 
difficulty,  for  good  taste  and  common  sense 
are,  after  all,  the  guiding  influences  in  the 
creating  of  beautiful  interiors. 
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PLATE  C 


Karpen  Furniture 
illustrated: 

XVIII  Century  with 

contemporary   French 

periods. 

BH-0105  Davenport 

and  Chair. 

BH-6265  Chair. 

B  H-02 1 4  CoffeeTable. 


Apartment  Living  Room 

SMALL  apartment  living  rooms  can  be  just  as  expressive  as 
the  larger,  more  pretentious  rooms;  though  compact,  they 
can  still  seemingly  be  gifted  with  the  articulate.  This  one  with 
companionable  inflections  speaks  of  its  coziness;  its  dignity,  and 
its  comfort.  Could  an  arrangement  be  more  inviting?  The  family 
would,  through  the  sheer  force  of  its  eloquence,  spend  their 
happiest  hours  within  its  environment. 

Gray  blue  walls  and  egg  plant  colored  rugs  silhouette  the  fur- 
nishings. Each  piece  establishes  its  individual  beauty  and  identity, 
and  at  the  same  time  blends  harmoniously  into  the  composition. 
Weights  of  effect  are  evenly  distributed.  The  high  back  chair, 
so  essential  in  this  grouping,  acts  as  a  balance  to  the  cabinet 
placed  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  sofa.  A  little  French  coffee 
table  is  a  pivot  to  the  major  point  of  interest.  Even  the  pic- 
ture seems  to  be  painted  just  for  the  place  it  occupies.  The 
sofa  and  arm  chair  show  an  excellent  interpretation  of  English 
Georgian  design.  Their  appeal  is  almost  irresistible.  Utility 
was  carefully  considered  when  selecting  the  covers  for  these 
quality  units.  Heavy  satin  damask  was  decided  upon,  and  forms 
a  neutral  foreground  in  keeping  with  the  room. 

Two-tone  rose  damask  used  for  the  window  draperies  is  dom- 
inant over  the  receding  shades  of  blue  and  gray  in  the  back- 
ground. This  room,  though  small,  has  been  made  to  appear 
larger  by  the  wall  treatment;  made  cozy  by  the  design  and 
color  of  the  furniture ;  Imade  restful  and  hospitable  by  its 
arrangement. 
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COLOR  CHART  D 


Neutral  Walls 


Plain  and  Figured  Mohairs 

for  Davenport  and  Chair 

Qreen  Brocade  Runner 

Red  Draperies 


Blue  Qreen  and  Mulberry 

Mohair  Portieres 

(not  illustrated') 

Tapestry  for  Wing  Chair 

Fawn  Color  predominating  tone 

of  Oriental  Rug 


Points  of  Interest 


HAVE  you  ever  noticed  a  room  that  seemed 
to  lack  something  to  make  it  perfect? 
The  furniture  is  lovely,  the  color  scheme  is 
harmonious  and  restful,  the  arrangement  is 
appealing,  yet  the  room  seems  to  lack  definite 
character. 

The  professional  decorator  will  tell  you  that 
it  needs  a  "Point  of  Interest,"  a  focus  for  the 
eye,  or  a  pivot  on  which  the  whole  decorative 
scheme  may  develop. 

Sometimes  the  "Point  of  Interest"  is  an  after- 
development.  It  may  be  worked  out,  after  you 
have  created  your  room  and  find  it  lacks  that 
subtle  something  needed  to  lift  it  from  the 
ordinary  and  the  commonplace. 

Perhaps  the  best  way  to  achieve  it  is  to  ex' 
periment.  A  good  group  is  often  the  solution. 
A  table  with  a  bright  bit  of  color  on  it  in  the 
shape  of  a  lamp,  vase  or  jar,  associated  with 
one  or  two  comfortable  chairs  gives  the  whole 
room  a  new  atmosphere.  It  seems  to  breathe 
an  invitation  to  "come  and  visit  awhile." 

Such  groupings  get  away  from  the  cold  aus' 
terity  of  a  somewhat  formal  arrangement. 
Formal  arrangements,  mathematically  spaced 
and  placed,  create  an  air  of  impersonal  re 
moteness.  They  make  one  ill  at  ease.  So  this 
friendly  little  group  of  comfortable  chairs, 
held  together  by  the  little  table  with  its  high 
light  ornaments,  makes  a  pretty  spot  of  color 
and  gives  a  cheerful,  comfortable  and  com' 
panionable  air  to  the  whole  room. 

Heavy  pieces  of  furniture,  which  often  seem 
to  overburden  a  room,  can  be  treated  in  a 
group  effect  minimizing  their  effect  of 
heaviness. 

Examples  of  "Points  of  Interest"  decorating 
are  shown  in  the  accompanying  illustrations. 
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PLATE  P 


Karpen  Furniture 
illustrated: 

BH-7029   Davenport 
and  Chair,  modern. 
BH-700/  Chair,  Louis 
XV. 

BH-488gWingChair. 
BH-7501  WingChair. 
BH-7005  Table,  Ital- 
ian Renaissance. 


Library  Living  Room 

Suggesting  Home  Enjoyment 

THERE  are  rooms  that  inspire  the  love  for  home,  where  nothing 
could  be  added  or  taken  away,  and  leave  the  effect  equally 
pleasing.  Such  a  room  we  show  here.  Every  law  of  interior  deco' 
ration  has  been  obeyed — groupings,  balance,  scale  and  color  har- 
mony  all  contribute  their  share  to  its  completeness.  Comfort  is 
obvious  and  comfortable  furniture  is  always  pleasing  because  it 
is  fitting  in  its  purpose.  There  is  elegance,  yet  no  superfluous 
ornamentation.  There  is  character,  for  the  furniture  is  of  designs 
founded  upon  tradition  and  made  of  the  best  materials  by  quali- 
fied  craftsmen. 

The  fireplace  is  the  central  object  about  which  has  been  arranged 
the  furniture  in  attractive  groups.  Convenient  accessibility  to  all 
parts  of  the  room  make  of  this  setting  an  environment  free  from 
irritating  influences.  The  furniture  accords  well  with  the  struc- 
tural features  and  will  always  be  in  good  taste.  A  beautifully 
carved  table  was  placed  transversely  into  the  room,  and  opposite 
the  fireplace,  for  a  two-fold  purpose;  it  accentuates  the  access  of 
the  setting  and  contrasts  favorably  with  the  all-upholstered  sofa 
and  arm  chair.  It  has  associated  with  it  an  open  arm  chair  cov- 
ered in  Needle-point. 

South  and  East  exposures  in  this  ideal  room  call  for  cool  and 
intermediate  warm  hues.  Neutral  walls,  fawn  color  predomi- 
nating in  the  oriental  rug,  and  subdued  red  draperies,  form  the 
basis  of  the  color  scheme.  Mohair  friezette  was  used  for  the  sofa 
and  large  arm  chairs.  Tapestry,  brocade  and  damask  in  contrast- 
ing and  relating  hues  were  used  for  the  individual  pieces.  Accents 
of  pure  colors  were  employed  for  the  accessories. 
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COLOR  CHART  E 


Sand  Color  Walls 


Tapestry  and  Black  Mohair  on 
Sofa  and  Arm  Chair 
Blue  Velvet  Draperies 


Tan  Brocade  and  Blue  Frieze  Mohair 

for  Odd  Chairs 

Tete  de  Negre  Chenille  Rug 


Proper  Decorating 

and  Its  Influence 


WHILE  there  is  an  almost  universal 
craving  for  Better  Homes,  the  reason 
for  this  desire  may  not  be  so  thoroughly 
understood. 

The  function  of  interior  decorating  is  to  make 
our  homes  more  beautiful,  our  living  rooms 
more  livable,  our  sun-rooms  places  of  sunshine 
in  the  heart. 

The  home  should  be  the  place  of  rest  and 
relaxation  for  the  men  of  the  family,  a  place 
of  charm  and  agreeable  surroundings  for  the 
stay-at-homes,  the  women  of  the  family. 

General  principles  are  of  value,  quite  natur- 
ally, but  there  is  nothing  so  certain  of  the 
proper  result  as  the  application  of  common 
sense,  moderation  and  good  taste. 

A  room  is  well  furnished  when  the  eye,  the 
heart  and  the  emotions,  as  well  as  the  intellect, 
feel  the  absence  of  want — when  nothing  can 
be  added,  or  taken  away,  and  still  leave  it 
pleasing.  Harmony  of  parts,  harmony  of  color, 
and  appropriateness  should  all  conspire  to 
make  the  habitation  a  fit  dwelling  place  for 
the  family. 

A  living  room  should  present  an  air  of  com- 
fort and  cheer,  of  comradeship,  of  friendliness. 
Rooms  are  like  people,  in  many  ways.  They 
seem  to  reflect  a  real  personality.  Some  people 
are  cold,  distant,  unapproachable,  while  others 
are  warmly  sympathetic,  cordial  and  friendly. 
So  rooms  can  be  hard,  cold  and  cheerless, 
while  others  seem  to  invite  cheer  and  cor- 
diality, companionable  friendships. 
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Karpen  Furniture 
illustrated: 

BH-  75  6  i  Davenport 
and  Chair,  Charles  11. 
BH-507Q  Davenport 
End  Table,  Queen 
Anne. 

BH-9787  Wing  Chair. 
BH- 9969  High  Back 
Hall  Chair,  Charles  11. 


Living  Room 

Individuality  is  the  Keynote 

INDIVIDUALITY  is  the  keynote  of  a  well  furnished  home, 
provided  there  is  a  consistent  relationship  between  space, 
color,  scale  and  dimensions.  The  designers  of  this  distinctive 
living  room  have  combined  in  right  proportions  the  funda' 
mentals  of  interior  decoration.  A  sofa,  bearing  all  of  the  char- 
acteristics of  a  master  artisan's  work,  is  placed  in  harmony  with 
the  base  line,  while  an  arm  chair  of  the  same  style  is  arranged 
at  a  natural  angle  in  friendly  association  with  the  other  pieces. 
A  reading  lamp,  pictures  and  a  cabinet  at  the  opposite  wall 
break  the  horizontal  line  of  the  lower  furniture.  Good  taste  is 
here  displayed  because  each  article  is  appropriate  and  was  se- 
lected for  its  particular  function  and  decorative  value. 

Mottled  sand  color  walls,  accentuating  the  play  of  high  light 
and  shadows,  make  a  mellow  background  for  the  furnishings. 
Two  windows  on  the  south  are  treated  with  over  draperies  of 
blue  velvet.  Small  rugs  in  tete  de  negre  chenille  cover  parts  of 
the  tile  floor,  and  the  furniture  is  upholstered  in  an  unusual 
tapestry  which  has  been  copied  from  an  old  English  needle 
work.  Black  mohair  plush  was  used  in  combination  with  the 
tapestry.  Several  smaller  pieces  are  covered  in  blue  frieze  mohair 
and  tan  brocade  with  color  motifs.  In  the  choice  of  covering 
materials  the  principle  has  been  respected  that  for  every  figured 
surface  there  must  be  a  like  field  of  plain  upon  which  the  eye 
can  rest  and  find  diversion. 


Page  thirteen 


COLOR  CHART  F 


Qray  Walls 


Blocked  Linen  Draperies 

Striped  Damask  Runner 

Red  Damask  for  Arm  Chair 


Qold  and  Qreen  Lamp  and  Scarf 

Fawn  Mohair 

Figured  Tapestry  for  Wing  Chair 

and  Bench 

Blue  Carpet 


The  Modern  Trend 


THE  best  decorators  are  getting  away  from 
the  old  idea  of  rooms  furnished  in  pieces 
all  of  one  style  and  covering.  Today  they  seek 
harmonious  groupings  of  furniture  that  go 
well  together, working  out  decorative  schemes 
that  never  tire  by  their  monotony  and  that 
are  soothing  and  restful  to  the  eye  as  well  as 
the  body. 

For  this  is  a  sensible  age  where  comfort  and 
good  taste  go  hand  in  hand,  and  where  the 
effect  of  color  and  composition  are  seriously 
considered  for  their  influence  on  the  nerves 
and  sensibilities. 

One  secret  of  this  trend  is  to  select  furniture 
of  the  same  "period,"  bearing  a  family  likeness, 
as  it  were.  It  is  a  safe  rule  that  contemporary 
styles  can  be  associated,  one  with  another. 
For  instance  the  Georgian  styles  of  English 
designing  have  a  certain  analogy  to  eighteenth 
century  French  and  Italian  styles.  They  go 
well  together.  So  modern  adaptations  of  the 
styles  of  this  period  harmonise  and  offer  none 
of  those  contrasts  that  are  incongruous. 

Certain  woods  go  well  together,  while  others 
clash  when  combined.  Mahogany  and  walnut 
go  well  together,  and  walnut  and  certain  fin- 
ishes of  oak  can  be  brought  into  the  same 
picture.  But  mahogany  and  oak  should  never 
be  used  together. 

In  blending  colors  the  same  care  should  be 
observed  to  prevent  clashing  discords  of  color 
offensive  to  the  eye. 

In  planning  a  room,  and  the  furniture  you  are 
going  to  use,  it  is  well  to  study  the  lines 
available.  Karpen  makes  many  beautiful  adap' 
tations  of  the  famous  stylists.  Adam,  Heppel' 
white,  Sheraton,  Chippendale,  and  contenv 
porary  French  and  Italian  styles  have  been 
reproduced  with  such  fine  craftsmanship  that 
the  difficulty  is  not  finding  what  you  want 
but  rather  to  make  selection  from  the  large 
assortments  available. 

The  effect  of  a  harmonious  room  can  be  ruined 
by  jumbling  styles.  And  the  beauty  of  the 
finest  piece  of  furniture  can  be  minimized  by 
association  with  ill-suited  pieces. 

In  the  perfect  "picture"  of  a  room,  every  piece 
of  furniture,  every  touch  of  color,  should  be 
in  its  proper  place  and  given  its  proper  value 
to  contribute  to  the  harmony  of  the  whole. 
The  illustrations  in  this  book  suggest  how 
this  objective  can  be  attained. 
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PLATE  F 


Karpen  Furniture 

illustrated : 

BH-7493  Davenport. 
BH-0344  Wing  Chair. 
BH-gi89l/2  Cabinet. 
BH-4g56WingChair. 
BH-7539  Table. 
BH-7448  Bench. 


Living  Room 

Beauty  at  Moderate  Cost 

CULTURE  has  given  to  man  his  emotional  element.  His 
manner  and  tastes  are  the  barometer  on  which  is  measured 
the  degree  of  his  advancement.  In  no  place  are  they  as  obvious 
as  in  the  home.  To  the  people  of  refinement,  a  home  is  more 
than  the  walls  that  encase  it  and  the  austere  utility  of  furniture. 
They  demand  correct  color  assortments  and  furniture  of  exqui' 
site  elegance,  no  matter  how  simple  it  may  be.  For  to  such 
people  the  most  profound  enjoyment  is  in  their  home  life 

This  interior  is  conducive  to  contentment.  How  nicely  the  fire' 
place  acts  as  a  pivot  to  balance  the  furniture.  A  wing  chair 
seems  to  be  placed  purposely  for  meditating.  It  would  be  hard 
to  resist  the  invitation  of  the  comfortable  arm  chair,  and  what 
other  piece  of  furniture  would  so  well  fit  the  space  as  the  little 
cabinet  at  the  right  of  the  mantel.  The  table,  bench  and  sofa 
are  inseparable  units  in  this  composition. 

Warm  gray  walls  and  ivory  enameled  trim  reflect  the  subdued 
glow  of  light.  A  deep  blue  carpet  covering  the  entire  floor 
with  small  rugs  properly  placed  upon  it,  makes  a  base  at  once 
substantial  in  effect  and  pleasing  in  contrast  to  the  furniture. 
The  draperies  are  hand  blocked  linen.  Fawn  colored  mohair  on 
the  sofa  acts  as  the  neutral  value  for  the  figured  tapestry  of 
wing  chair  and  bench.  Red  damask  is  the  covering  of  the 
arm  chair.  Gold  and  green  were  used  in  the  lamp  shade  and 
one  table  cover.    The  long  table  has  a  scarf  of  striped  damask. 
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COLOR  CHART  G 
Neutral  Tint  Walls 


Jade  Qreen  Lamp 

Chair  Tapestry 

Qold  Damask  Draperies 

Damask  and  Cut  Mohair 
omhmation  for  Sofa  and  Chair 


Burnt  Sienna  Rug  Tone 


Selecting  Furniture 

AS  we  have  said  before,  this  is  a  common 
..  sense  age. 

Every  piece  of  furniture  must  have  its  function. 
Utility  is  a  prime  essential  in  selecting  pieces 
for  your  home. 

Beauty  of  design,  harmony  of  coloring,  com' 
position  in  arrangement  and  color  balance  are 
all  most  important,  but,  above  all,  furniture 
should  be  of  practical  use  and  notable  for 
comfort. 

The  most  exaggerated  form  of  extravagance 
is  to  buy  furniture  lacking  useful  purposes. 
Such  purchases  are  usually  made  through  tem- 
peramental style  preferences,  or  in  following 
a  vogue.  Fortunately  we  have  gradually  grown 
away  from  "vogue"  and  are  now  furnishing 
with  a  saner  idea. 

The  size  of  rooms  is  most  important  in  con- 
sidering the  selection  of  pieces.  It  were  as 
futile  to  buy  a  huge  overstuffed  davenport 
for  a  small  room  as  to  buy  a  lot  of  tiny 
spindling  pieces  for  a  very  large  interior.  This 
is  plain  common  sense.  But  it  is  a  rule  often 
forgotten. 

Never  overcrowd  a  room.  It  should  always 
be  made  to  give  an  impression  of  airy  spacious- 
ness. Even  a  small  room  can  give  this 
impression  if  properly  treated. 

Consider  comfort,  as  well  as  beauty.  A  living 
room  must  look  livable.  It  must  not  look  like 
a  store  display  arrangement.  It  should  be 
homelike,  with  those  touches  that  appeal  to 
man  for  his  hours  of  rest  and  recreation,  and 
to  the  woman  for  the  entertainment  of  her 
guests. 

Furniture  selected  with  this  idea  in  view  will 
prove  most  satisfactory. 

Karpen  has  ever  endeavored  to  produce 
furniture  of  unquestionable  merit  in  point  of 
design,  comfort  and  durability. 
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Karpen  Pieces 
illustrated: 

BH-7590  Sofa  and  Chair 
BH-0389  Wing  chair 
BH-0399  Arm  chair 
BH-6254  Table 
BH-9937  Cabinet 


The  Living  Room 

Subtle  Beauty  that  Satisfies 

THIS  living  room  is  an  artistic  expression  of  good  taste.  It 
is  a  composition  of  furnishings  with  unity,  balance  and 
scale  that  is  spiced  by  a  variety  of  perpendicular  heights  with 
arrangement  based  upon  a  major  point  of  accent  and  with 
a  pleasing  distribution  and  repetition  of  the  dominant  form  or 
line  which,  in  this  case,  is  the  cabriole,  or  S  curve.  Whether 
one  looks  at  the  piano  or  mirror,  wing  chair  or  vase,  sofa  or 
table,  there  is  to  be  found  the  keynote  of  the  scheme's  design; 
not  identical  in  each  case,  but  related.  Such  subtle  beauty 
could  not  fail  to  satisfy  our  innate  desire  for  pretty  surroundings. 

If  this  short  treatise  will  do  no  other  than  bring  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  readers  the  necessity  for  creating  and  emphasizing 
dominant  elements,  the  writers  will  feel  that  their  time  has 
been  well  spent  in  its  preparation. 

The  ensemble  here  illustrated  shows  only  two  pieces  of  a  suite. 
The  sofa  and  one  arm  chair  match  in  style;  the  other  pieces 
are  consistent  and  relevant  parts  to  the  composite  setting  that 
will  brook  no  monotony,  and  fosters  gradual  replacement  or 
single  item  additions. 

Neutral  gray  walls  form  the  background,  and  burnt  sienna 
carpet  the  base.  The  furniture  then  stands  out  in  silhouette 
with  upholstery  colors  both  complementing  and  harmonizing 
the  general  scheme.  The  draperies  have  their  dominant  color 
repeated  in  the  piano  throw:  the  blue-green  of  upholstery 
materials  is  used  in  deeper  value  for  a  lamp  base:  even  the 
hue  of  the  carpet  is  suggested  in  the  tapestry  and  damask 


furniture  coverings. 
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An  assorted  color  line  of 
Karpen  Handwoven  Fiber 
with  cretonnes,  tapestries  and 
velours  to  harmonize.  This 
line,  as  well  as  Karpen  Enam- 
eled Cane,  is  very  extensive, 
and  colors  to  meet  any  deco- 
rative scheme  may  be  had. 


Handwoven 

Furniture 


IT  is  often  said  that  the  modern  age  has 
contributed  nothing  to  the  art  of  furniture 
designing.  This  is  not  strictly  true,  for  the 
handsome  and  colorful  handwoven  fiber  and 
enameled  cane  furniture  which  enjoys  an  ever' 
growing  popularity  is  distinctly  a  new  type 
and  style  born  in  this  decade,  in  this  country 

The  sun'room,  that  indoor'outdoor  enclosed 
porch,  has  been  largely  responsible  for  the  de' 
velopment  of  this  beautiful  and  practical  line. 

This  demand  has  been  the  inspiration  which 
prompted  manufacturers  to  put  their  best 
designers  to  work  on  these  flexible  and  satis' 
factory  materials. 

Karpen,  as  ever  a  leader,  has  excelled  in  the 
designing  and  building  of  handwoven  furni- 
ture. Dissatisfied  with  the  perishable  oriental 
fiber,  Karpen  has  developed  a  fiber  more  tena- 
cious,  more  easily  woven  and  free  of  the 
brittle  quality  of  the  oriental  material. 

All  the  Karpen  Handwoven  furniture  is 
sturdily  built,  only  the  best  materials  go  into 
it,  and  throughout  it  is  typical  of  Karpen 
craftsmanship.  The  "stakes,"  or  foundation  on 
which  the  structure  is  woven  by  hand,  have 
a  core  of  fine  wire.  This  makes  them  very 
strong  yet  easily  shaped  and  most  resilient. 

The  designs  are  novel,  graceful  and  ornamen' 
tal.  The  colorings,  upholstery  materials  and 
decorative  details  are  in  fine  taste  and  always 
cheerful.  Bright  chintzes  and  cretonnes,  hand' 
some  hand  blocked  linens,  tapestry,  velours 
and  damasks  are  used  for  coverings.  The  result 
is  comfort,  beauty  and  practical  usefulness. 

Karpen  Handwoven  furniture  is  so  lovely 
and  luxurious  that  it  is  often  used  for  bed' 
rooms  and  living  rooms.  Smaller  houses  are 
sometimes  furnished  throughout  with  this 
brightly  gay  and  comfortable  furniture. 


Page  eighteen 


Karpen  pieces  illustrated: 

BH-3486  Sofa 

BH-3486  Chairand  Rocker 

BH-3486  Bench 

BH-3582  Table 

BH-3200  Lamp 

BH-3516  Desk  and  Chair 


Sun  Room 


IT  is  unfortunate  that  sunshine,  color  and  atmosphere  cannot 
be  photographed,  for  here  is  a  sun  room  that  you  would 
enjoy  seeing  as  it  really  exists. 

The  position  and  apparent  appropriateness  of  the  furniture  at 
once  suggests  quiet  and  relaxation,  or  a  rendezvous  for  enter' 
taining  and  merry  making.  Even  the  desk  is  so  arranged  that 
the  writer  of  a  note  may  look  into  the  garden  beyond  for  his 
inspiration.  This  room  is  neither  over-furnished,  nor  under- 
furnished.  It  is  just  one  of  those  sought  for  places  where  all 
the  accessories  conducive  to  comfort  and  happiness  can  be  found, 
with  the  whole  enhanced  by  color  and  design.  Notice  how  the 
table  seems  to  marshal  the  pleasing  positions  of  the  sofa  and 
chairs.  It  is  the  pivot  link  in  a  chain  of  units,  whose  function 
is  to  bring  sunshine  into  the  hearts  of  people. 

In  this  particular  instance,  it  was  not  necessary  to  subdue  the 
natural  light.  Therefore,  but  few  draperies  were  used  and  they 
were  very  sheer.  The  windows  have  framed  pictures  more 
gorgeous  than  any  artist  could  paint. 

Fiber,  cane  or  other  woven  furniture  is  so  flexible  in  color  com- 
binations that  we  have  decided  to  show  a  chart  on  the  oppo- 
site page  to  indicate  certain  schemes.  S.  Karpen  &  Bros,  pro- 
duce the  different  classifications  of  woven  furniture  in  all  the 
likable  colors.  Different  upholstery  fabrics  are  available  in 
tapestry,  linen,  cretonne  or  damask  that  will  harmonize. 
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